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vote in Ireland on the new suffrage, had powerfully affected the
English politicians in two opposite ways; it had made them
consider the acceptation of Home Rule (both parties had con-
sidered it) as an alternative to the continuance of active, armed
and relentless Irish attack; on the other hand, it had embittered
and strengthened English resistance to the Irish demands. In
early 1886 Gladstone, in spite of the fact that sixteen of his
followers had deserted him, obtained a majority of seventy-nine
with the aid of the Irish, and in that same year the first Home
Rule Bill was introduced close on the anniversary of the Phoenix
Park murders. This proposal was followed by a general revolt
of those among the Liberals who were most openly opposed to
it—for it must be remembered that many who gave lip service
to it were at heart hostile* So large was the number of open
dissidents that the Home Rule Bill was beaten, a new election
was held in which passion ran very high, and the Unionists (as
the Conservatives now came to be called) took office under the
leadership of Lord Salisbury.
Foreign Affairs. The Elimination of France. For two
hundred years France had been the great rival of England, the
head of the opposing culture in Europe and the only Power which
could at first equal, and later threaten to equal, England at sea.
For more than a hundred years England had acted against that
rival—though intermittently—with the aid of the rising power
of Prussia. Now, at the end of the last phase, which I have
called "Achievement," at the end of those twenty years between
the Irish Famine and 1870, the organized military power of
Prussia did two things in succession which transformed the
international affairs of Europe. Both these things were done by
the diplomatic genius of a man who in all modern European
history has only Richelieu for a rival—Otto von Bismarck*
At the beginning of the Prussian successes he had taken by
force certain Danish territories, and it was remarked that the
English Government, after using a threatening attitude, gave
way. But immediately afterwards he proceeded to something
much greater—the Prussian armies were victorious over the
forces of the Emperor of Austria, Vienna ceased to be the
traditional head of the various German peoples, and Bismarck
carefully confined his victory to the exclusion of Austria from
German affairs. Partly through his skill, but more through the
blunder of the French Government, the French did not take
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